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A MESSAGE FROM CHAMBER  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
PAUL GRIFFITHS 
 

Welcome to this Autumn edition of the Northamptonshire Chamber of Commerce’s MPs’ 

Newsletter. 

 

This quarterly newsletter reports on the key concerns of Chamber Members in 

Northamptonshire.  It is intended to inform elected representatives about business conditions 

and the views of business leaders and assist them in their policy making activities.  It is also 

circulated to Heads of BIS Local for the area and Local Authority Chief Executives and Leaders.  

 

In this issue:- 

 

 The latest local economic intelligence 

 International Trade 

 A14 Toll Tax 

 Northamptonshire Business Barometer 

 

 

As the British Chambers of Commerce’s (BCC) only accredited chamber in the county, 

Northamptonshire Chamber is keen to work with all elected representatives to influence policy 

formation and implementation to the benefit of the local economy and area.  We can provide 

local evidence and, occasionally, case studies to enable elected members to put forward 

informed interventions in committees, debates in the House of Commons and other elected 

assemblies. 

 

 

 

 

If there are any matters that require clarification or discussion, please contact myself on 01604 

490 490 or at policy@northants-chamber.co.uk. 

 

mailto:policy@northants-chamber.co.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

ECONOMIC INTELLIGENCE 
 

Feedback from Northamptonshire Chamber members and statistical evidence from the 

Chamber’s Quarterly Economic Survey (QES) for the third quarter of 2013 reveal a continuing 

upward trend for exporting by county firms and confirm Northamptonshire businesses are 

recruiting again and continuing to show confidence in the local economy during the third quarter 

of 2013. 

 

 A staggering 97% of manufacturers who responded to the 
survey reported their export sales had remained the same or 

increased during Q3 of 2013 (up 15% on the previous 
quarter). 
 

 About three quarters of these said they had experienced 
increased export sales (up 26% on Q2). 

 
 94% of those in the service sector reported an increase in 

export sales over the last three months (up from 73% on 

Q2) and an equivalent number reporting an increase in 
advance orders (up from 70% on Q2). 

 
 97% of respondents in the service sector said they 

expected their workforce to increase or stay the same 

over the next three months.   
 

 None of the manufacturing respondents had reduced their workforce in the third quarter 
with 50% expecting their workforce to increase over the coming three months. 

 
 Northamptonshire businesses in both sectors continue to show confidence in both 

turnover and profitability over the next 12 months. 

 

 

The Chamber’s Quarterly Economic Review, which contains statistical evidence from the 

Chamber’s QES, is attached for your reference. 

 

 

Please contact the Chamber should you wish to discuss the findings in more detail. 

 

 

 



                                                                                                  
 

                                                                               

 

 
 

Profile  Savings 

 
Training 

 
Representation 
 

Protection  
 

International 
Trade 

 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
 

The BCC’s Quarterly International Trade Outlook sets out the 
opportunities and risks facing British companies as they trade 
the world – with a particular focus on timely information on 

dynamic new markets.  
 

The full range of 2012 trade statistics illustrates the divergent 
trade performances of major economies. Exports from the US 
and from the EU to the rest of the world remained relatively 

strong for most of the year before dipping slightly in the fourth 
quarter. Asian exports also held up relatively well, finishing the 

year on a positive note after stagnating in the third quarter. 
Meanwhile, Japan’s shipments of goods dropped 11% in the last two quarters of the year. This 
downturn appears to have been caused by a deterioration of Japan’s trade with China, while 

exports to other destinations only declined by 1%. 
 

The UK’s trade performance in the latest quarter showed the volume of total UK exports fell by 
1.6%, while imports fell by 0.4%. Although the focus of UK trade is shifting away from the 
Eurozone, the Eurozone remains an important trade partner for the UK. Exports of goods to the 

Eurozone were 3.4% lower in the three months to March than a year earlier, while exports to 
the rest of the world were 0.6% lower. In comparison, import volumes from the Eurozone rose 

1.1% in the three months to March compared with a year earlier, while imports from the rest of 
the world fell by 2.4%. 
 

The outlook for world trade and output in 2013 and 2014 looks unsettled. A small pickup in 
world trade volume growth to 3.3% in 2013 from 2.0% in 2012 is expected. Exports of 

developed economies should increase by 1.4% while those of developing economies should rise 
5.3%. 

 

A14 TOLL TAX 
 

Northamptonshire Chamber is supporting the ‘No Toll Tax on the A14’ campaign being co-
ordinated by the Suffolk Chamber of Commerce, Industry & Shipping.  The A14 is of 
fundamental importance to the economic infrastructure and future success of UK plc, including 

businesses based in Northamptonshire, which is why the Chamber has campaigned and lobbied 
over many years for improvements and upgrades to this important road. 

 
The public consultation on route options is welcomed as the first step in delivering a badly 
needed upgrade to the A14 between Cambridge and Huntingdon.  However, we have real 

concerns regarding the Department of Transport proposals to build a toll road as the answer to 
problems of congestion on the A14.  Also, the Chamber believes that the public consultation 

exercise, led for Government by the Highways Agency and regarding the proposed 
improvements and tolling arrangements (launched on 9th September, to conclude on 13th 
October 2013) is too brief to allow for meaningful engagement between the Highways Agency 

and affected businesses and communities. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Regarding the proposal to impose tolls on the route some of our concerns are listed below; 
 

 As far as we aware no proper cost benefit analysis has been undertaken by Government 

of the economic impact of the toll on businesses not only in the area of the toll as well as 
those, including Northamptonshire, which will be affected by its introduction through 

higher costs and/or congestion on alternative routes.  There is therefore no evidence to 
demonstrate clearly that the revenue would outweigh the wider costs and no reliable basis 
upon which to introduce tolls. 

 
 The imposition of tolls on the A14 would be arbitrary and outwith any coherent policy on 

road-user charging.  With the exception of the M6 toll (to which there is a clear non-tolled 
route) there are no other tolled trunk routes in mainland Britain.  What tolled routes there 
are, are all estuary crossings. 

 

 The use of tolls would be inconsistent with the approach to other road upgrades.  For 
example, in the Chancellor’s 2012 Autumn Statement he announced £1.5 billion of new 

road schemes.  None of these schemes will be tolled. 
 

 Tolls on the A14 would be discriminatory, adding costs to businesses that are not faced by 

businesses elsewhere. 
 

 A toll would increase the cost of exports undermining economic recovery.  The Haven 

ports (of Ipswich, Harwich and Felixstowe) represent a major route to overseas markets 
for exporters based in Northamptonshire.  The majority of these exports access ports via 
the A14. 

 

 Many heavy goods haulage firma, of which we have many based in Northamptonshire, 
have a policy of not paying tolls.  Tolls on the A14 will lead to traffic diverting onto less 

suitable alternatives leading to an increase in congestion and accidents on those routes. 
 

 

Members of Parliament are requested to support our stance that no decision is taken on tolling 

the A14, until the full economic impact has been properly assessed and considered by all those 

likely to be affected and to the very real concerns that Government’s proposals for tolling will 

act as an arbitrary and unfair tax on Northamptonshire businesses.  
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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE BUSINESS 

BAROMETER 
 

The Business EU Barometer from the British Chambers of Commerce (BCC) and the 

Northamptonshire Chamber of Commerce gauges business sentiment on the UK’s relationship 

with the EU. 

 The results of the Q3 survey on the UK relationship with the EU shows little change in 

attitudes by Northamptonshire businesses from the Q2 survey. 
 

 62 per cent of respondents believe that if the UK is to remain in the EU, but with certain 

powers returned to Westminster, this would have a positive impact on the economy. This 
shows that businesses in the area are supportive of the Prime Minister’s pledge to hold a 

referendum in the next Parliament. Only 12 per cent think outright withdrawal would have 
a positive impact on the economy.  

 

Young People and Skills 

Businesses were also asked this quarter if they have not hired any young people (aged 24 or 

under) why they had not done so. The responses show that, encouragingly, very few businesses 

think young people lack the required skills, experience, and work ethic: 

 7 per cent said they didn't hire young people because they lacked skills 
 

 8 per cent said they didn't hire young people because they lacked experience 
 

 6 per cent said they didn't hire young people because they lacked the required work ethic. 
 


