
 
 

 

                                                                                                   
 
 

  
 
 

 

 

 
 

Profile  Savings 

 
Training 

 
Representation 
 

Protection  
 

International 
Trade 

 

MPs‟ NEWSLETTER 
 

EDITION 4,  
SUMMER 2013 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM CHAMBER  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
PAUL GRIFFITHS 
 

Welcome to this Summer edition of the Northamptonshire Chamber of Commerce‟s MPs‟ 

Newsletter. 

 

This quarterly newsletter reports on the key concerns of Chamber Members in 

Northamptonshire.  It is intended to inform elected representatives about business conditions 

and the views of business leaders and assist them in their policy making activities.  It is also 

circulated to Heads of BIS Local for the area and Local Authority Chief Executives and Leaders.  

 

In this issue:- 

 

 The latest local economic intelligence 

 Spending Round 2015/16 Reaction 

 International Trade 

 Chamber Members‟ Downing Street Visit 

 Northamptonshire Business Barometer 

 

 

As the British Chambers of Commerce‟s (BCC) only accredited chamber in the county, 

Northamptonshire Chamber is keen to work with all elected representatives to influence policy 

formation and implementation to the benefit of the local economy and area.  We can provide 

local evidence and, occasionally, case studies to enable elected members to put forward 

informed interventions in committees, debates in the House of Commons and other elected 

assemblies. 

 

 

 

 

If there are any matters that require clarification or discussion, please contact myself on 01604 

490 490 or at policy@northants-chamber.co.uk. 

mailto:policy@northants-chamber.co.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

ECONOMIC INTELLIGENCE 
 

Feedback from Northamptonshire Chamber members and 

statistical evidence from the Chamber‟s Quarterly 

Economic Survey (QES) for the second quarter of 2013 

shows a continuing trend for exporting, with the number of 

companies in the county exporting rising for the fourth 

consecutive quarter. 

 

80% of manufacturers who responded reported that their 

export sales had remained the same or increased during 

the first quarter of 2013, with around half of these 

experiencing an increase in export sales.  Within the 

service sector 70% reported an increase in export sales 

over the same period. 

 

When it came to UK sales and orders more manufacturers had seen an increase in sales over the 

last 3 months compared to the previous quarter.  Conversely the service sector was slightly less 

buoyant in UK markets than the previous quarter. 

 

Looking to the future, firms were honest when talking about their business confidence and 

worries.  Positively Northamptonshire businesses continue to show confidence in both turnover 

and profitability over the next 12 months. 

 

The Chamber‟s Quarterly Economic Review, which contains statistical evidence from the 

Chamber‟s QES, is attached for your reference. 

 

Please contact the Chamber should you wish to discuss the findings in more detail. 

 

 

SPENDING ROUND 2015/16 REACTION 
 

In many respects, Northamptonshire Chamber of Commerce‟s Member businesses will be 

encouraged by what they have heard from the Chancellor.  He and his team have signaled 

important investments in areas like transport, science, education, innovation and defence 

procurement, which are of great importance to companies of all sizes. 
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For our economic future to be great, rather than just acceptable, Britain needs a more radical 

shift in public expenditure to underpin a truly enterprise-friendly environment.  Infrastructure, 

exports, and access to finance must be top priorities not just for the next few years, but for 

decades to come. 

 

 On Infrastructure announcements (made by Chief Secretary to the Treasury 

Danny Alexander): 

 

The Chamber welcomes the plans for a £100 billion fund to help improve the UK‟s 

infrastructure, including improvements on the A14 between Cambridge and Huntingdon. 

 

 On Export Support: 

 

We agree with the Chancellor‟s extension of trade and investment funding for an additional 

year.  This will help many small and medium sized companies who want to sell to new 

markets.  However, as a country, we need to do far more to support our global traders in 

years to come.  Spending just 0.05% of GDP to support British business overseas – 

compared to 0.7% on overseas aid – just isn‟t good enough in a globalised world. 

 

 On the Single Local Growth Fund, recommended by Lord Heseltine: 

 

Northamptonshire Chamber believes that the Northamptonshire business community strongly 

supports the concept of greater local control over funding for local growth.  Yet we are not 

surprised to see that the Single Local Growth Fund has fallen far short of initial expectations.  

As long as the Whitehall civil service retains its iron grip over the public finances, radical 

devolution to our cities, towns and counties will be more little more than a constant mirage 

on the horizon. 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
 

The BCC recently conducted a major international trade 

survey, looking at the barriers UK companies face in 

penetrating new growth markets and how gaps in commercial 

knowledge continue to hold back businesses wishing to export. 

 The survey of nearly 4,700 respondents shows that the EU is 

still the most popular market, however many businesses are 

now recognising the changing dynamics of the global economy 

with more companies targeting the fast-growing economies of 

the United Arab Emirates and India to try and increase their 

export sales. The survey shows ease in finding customers, agents or distributors as the most 

influential factor in deciding if, when and where to export.  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Language was cited as a barrier to trade: across non-exporters, 18% indicated 

language barriers influence if, when and where to enter international markets. The extent of the 

language deficit in the UK is sobering: up to 70% of respondents had no foreign language ability 

for the markets they served. Conducting business in the buyer‟s language enables businesses to 

gain ground, especially when entering the fastest-growing markets of emerging economies. Only 

0.5% of respondents claimed to speak Russian or Chinese well enough to conduct business 

deals in their buyers‟ tongue.  

To support business expansion, the Government must better target support for businesses 
accessing the fastest-growing economies and support the development of the network of British 

Chambers and business groups. Addressing the gaps in commercial exporting skills, including 
language skills, must be a priority for supporting growth in Britain‟s export sector. 

 
Please contact the Chamber if you would like to receive a copy of the “Exporting is Good for 

Britain but: Knowledge Gaps and Language Skills Hold Back Exporters” report. 

 

 

CHAMBER MEMBERS‟ DOWNING STREET 

VISIT 
 

Last month the British Chambers of Commerce (BCC) and a small group of exporting Chamber 

members from across the UK met with the Prime Minister to discuss ways to help British small 

and medium sized enterprises (SMEs) trade across the globe. 

The small group in attendance was just representation of the diverse range of exporting 

members in the Chamber network: they ranged from a start-up Kent tea-blender that exports 

tea to China to the Scottish company exporting tartan to markets around the world.  

Marcus Brooke, Managing Director of Sonifex Ltd, and member of Northamptonshire Chamber of 

Commerce was one of the businesses in attendance. Sonifex is a manufacturer of audio and 

video equipment for radio and TV studios and exports to over 60 countries worldwide with 

current success in Germany, the Middle East and China.  

During the meeting these „real economy‟ businesses explained the challenges facing SMEs 

seeking to break into new markets and increase their export volumes. Crucially, they also set 

out a range of well-received ways that the government could do even more to help existing and 

potential exporters.  

The Prime Minister often speaks of the „global race‟ in business but how can more companies be 

supported when exporting? From improved export finance to more targeted trade promotion, 
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members were full of helpful ideas on how non-exporters can be supported to enter new 

markets, and how to help experienced exporters increase their export volumes.  

Chambers of Commerce, recognised around the world as leading supporters of international 

trade, are the largest source of private sector, business-to-business, support for international 

trade and export. Amongst Chamber members, 22% were exporting in 2011, 32% in 2012, and 

39% in 2013.  However on the ground, those looking to export for the first time continue to face 

many barriers to exporting. To re-balance the economy towards export-driven growth we must 

do more to expose more small and medium-sized businesses to the opportunities of global trade 

through greater support. 
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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE BUSINESS 

BAROMETER 
 

The new Business EU Barometer from the BCC gauges business sentiment on issues relating to 

EU policy and the UK‟s relationship with the EU.  

The results of the Q2 survey on the UK relationship with the EU shows little change in attitudes 

by Northamptonshire businesses from the Q1 survey. 

Of the powers that businesses in Northamptonshire would like returned to Westminster  

 66 percent would like to see employment powers returned;  

 

 59 percent would like to see health and safety powers returned; and  

 

 50 per cent would like to see justice powers returned.  

 

 31 per cent said that competition and agriculture & fisheries powers should be returned. 

59 per cent of respondents believe that if the UK is to remain in the EU, but with certain powers 

returned to Westminster, this would have a positive impact on the economy. This shows that 

businesses in the area are supportive of the Prime Minister‟s pledge to hold a referendum in the 

next Parliament. 

The majority of businesses believe that a referendum should only be called after the UK 

negotiations with the EU over its future relationship have run their course. However, nearly all 

businesses surveyed believe a referendum should be held at some point. 


