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A MESSAGE FROM CHAMBER  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
PAUL GRIFFITHS 
 

Welcome to the inaugural edition of the Northamptonshire Chamber of Commerce‟s  

MPs‟ Newsletter. 

 

This newsletter is intended to update you on the latest business priorities, highlight key 

Chamber activities to support its hard-working membership, and to inform you of key issues 

which require your attention in Westminster.  It is planned for the newsletter to be published on 

a quarterly basis.  It is also the intention to circulate to MEPs and Party Leaders and Chief 

Executives of the local authorities across the county. 

 

In this issue:- 

 The latest local economic intelligence 

 Business is Good for Britain campaign 

 Access to Finance 

 Impact of Regulation 

 International Trade 

 Growth Vouchers 

 Political Dialogue and Business Engagement 

 

As the British Chambers of Commerce‟s (BCC) only accredited chamber in the county, 

Northamptonshire Chamber is keen to work with all elected representatives to influence policy 

formation and implementation to the benefit of the local economy and area.  We can provide 

local evidence and, occasionally, case studies to enable elected members to put forward 

informed interventions in committees, debates in the House of Commons and other elected 

assemblies. 

 

If there are any matters that require clarification or discussion, please contact myself on 01604 

490 490 or at policy@northants-chamber.co.uk.  Finally, as this is our first MPs‟ Newsletter, any 

feedback you may have concerning this publication would be most welcome. 

 

mailto:policy@northants-chamber.co.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

ECONOMIC INTELLIGENCE 
 

Feedback from Northamptonshire Chamber members and statistical evidence from the 

Chamber‟s Quarterly Economic Survey (QES) for the third quarter of 2012 indicate that 

businesses in Northamptonshire are continuing to grow their international business and are 

recruiting again, but are not so confident when it comes to domestic markets. 

 

The Chamber‟s Quarterly Economic Review is attached for your reference. 

 

Please contact the Chamber should you wish to discuss the findings in more detail. 

 

 

BUSINESS IS GOOD FOR BRITAIN 
 

Northamptonshire Chamber of Commerce is supportive 

of BCC‟s national Business is Good for Britain (BGB) 

campaign. The campaign aims to highlight the 

important part businesses – big and small – will play in 

getting Britain out of recession and back on its feet. 

 

Working with BCC, here at Northamptonshire Chamber, 

we have adapted the campaign slightly and named it 

Business is Good for Northants. As such, we have been 

contacting firms asking them to support our campaign 

by providing us with quotes about why they believe 

Business is Good for Northants and Britain as a whole. 

Many of those submitted are nothing short of inspiring 

and demonstrate a great passion for business and the 

part they, as SMEs, will play in our county and country‟s 

economic recovery. 

 

Business will be the driving force behind the UK‟s 

economic recovery over the coming months and years, and through this campaign we hope to 

highlight the importance of a strong and prosperous business community to Britain‟s future 

success. We all know that business has positive impacts on individuals, on our communities, and 

on the UK's prospects for economic recovery. Through our campaign, we will be working to 

demonstrate the many ways that business is good for our county, country and society. 
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MPs are asked to work with Northamptonshire Chamber to support local campaigning by 

submitting 50 words on why “Business is Good for Northants”  

to policy@northants-chamber.co.uk 

 

Below is a submission from Michael Ellis MP – many thanks for your support. 

 

"Business is the engine of our economy in Northamptonshire 

and across the country. It will be businesspeople and 

entrepreneurs who get the economy moving again, get 

investment for our County and get Northamptonshire working – 

that‟s why I am delighted to support this campaign." 

 

John Leach MP (LD, Manchester, Withington) recently tabled an Early Day Motion (EDM) 

supporting the national BGB campaign in Parliament. 

 

MPs are asked to support the national BGB campaign by signing, if they have not done so 

already, the EDM  (EDM number 217). 

 

 

ACCESS TO FINANCE 
 

Northamptonshire Chamber of Commerce welcomes the 

announcement made during Vince Cable‟s speech at the 

Liberal Party Conference concerning the introduction of a 

British Business Bank.  The business bank could be one of 

the lasting legacies of this Government, and a key pillar of 

competitiveness in the years to come.  Whilst a £1bn 

commitment is an important first step, Whitehall must 

ensure that the business bank gets off the ground with an 

independent mandate and a mission to support growing 

companies. 

 

Six in ten Chamber members* (59%) recently told us that 

they would feel more confident in securing finance if Britain 

had a Government-backed business bank. 

 

Commercial banks should have a first right of refusal, but, as the Chamber network has argued 

previously, the business bank will eventually need the infrastructure to make its own decisions 

on loans, and its own channels to deliver funds to growing businesses. 

 

This is a significant achievement for BCC and the Chamber network‟s campaign for the creation 

of a business bank similar to those in other countries. 

 

policy@northants-chamber.co.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

*  BCC conducted a snap poll of members on access to finance issues between 

Monday 17th and Thursday 20th September 2012. 

 

1,557 companies responded to the question “How much more confident would you be in 

securing finance if the UK had a national, Government-backed business bank/financing agency?” 

 395 (25.4%) said “a lot more confident” 

 523 (33.6%) said “somewhat more confident” 

 489 (31.4%) said “no different to how I feel now” 

 16 (1.0%) said “somewhat less confident” 

 22 (1.4%) said “a lot less confident” 

 112 (7.2%) said “don‟t know” 

 

Please contact the Chamber if you would like to receive a copy of “The Case for a British 

Business Bank” - British Chambers of Commerce‟s proposals for a state-backed bank. 

 

 

THE IMPACT OF REGULATION 
 

Northamptonshire Chamber welcomes Government‟s efforts to minimise the regulatory impact 

of new and existing legislation on businesses.   

 

The package of measures announced during September in relation to changes to employment 

law and the tribunal system should result in reduced risk to employers, an increased flexibility to 

deal with workplace issues and a decrease in the costs of resolving disputes are most welcome.  

It is further encouraging that the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS) has 

launched a consultation on support for the use of „settlement agreements‟ to employees without 

fear of Tribunal, and reducing the maximum compensation for Tribunal claims for unfair 

dismissal.  These measures would equate to clear wins for years of lobbying on these pernicious 

issues by the BCC and Chamber network. 

 

MPs are asked to support Northamptonshire Chamber‟s position requesting that Government 

make the offering of a settlement risk-free and as simple as possible. 

 

With regards to Government‟s recently self-declared “blitz” of red tape to help boost business 

growth and specifically the new rules to be introduced from April 2013 that will exempt 

hundreds of thousands of low-risk businesses from health & safety inspections – the Chamber 

network has long argued for a risk-based approach to health & safety regulation and therefore 

Northamptonshire Chamber welcomes these announcements. 
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BIS also recently announced new measures to boost business potential. These measures include 

reductions in red tape affecting challenger businesses; extra money to help entrepreneurs, 

including women in business; finding the right mentor and an announcement that 22,000 

business mentors are now accessible through the Mentorsme portal. Northamptonshire Chamber 

of Commerce welcomed the moves to reduce unnecessary red tape on innovative businesses, as 

well as the strengthening of the independent Regulatory Policy Committee to help ensure 

regulations that hamper business growth are fully scrutinised. 

 

However, we will continue to call for the Government to pursue meaningful deregulation that will 

genuinely reduce the burden of red tape on businesses. 

 

A recent EU directive on the use of website cookies has placed a requirement on businesses to 

obtain users‟ consent if they use cookies and similar technologies on websites and in mobile web 

applications.  It means organisations have to find a way of getting every user‟s consent to use 

cookies or face a fine of up to £500k.  As Chamber research found out there was a lack of 

awareness about the EU Cookie Law in Northamptonshire we organised a “Demystifying the EU 

Cookie Law” event, held at the Chamber‟s offices. 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
 

Given the size and persistence of the UK‟s trade deficit, it is 

clear that the economy must be rebalanced towards exports to 

secure recovery and long-term prosperity, and urgent action is 

needed to support the UK‟s potential and current exporters.  

Supporting international trade is a top priority of 

Northamptonshire Chamber of Commerce and, over the past 

year, the Chamber network has seen a rise in the number of 

active exporters in its trade surveys from just over a fifth to 

nearly a third. Chambers of Commerce are recognised across 

the UK and around the world as leading supporters of international trade. Northamptonshire 

Chamber of Commerce delivers trade support and advice, as well as a range of specialist 

services, to businesses of all sizes in Britain‟s exporting community. 

 

Northamptonshire Chamber of Commerce‟s experience in assisting firms to export underpins our 

view that much more could be done to get firms exporting and we are already working actively 

with the BIS, UKTI and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office on this agenda.  Promoting new 

links to the fast-growing economies of the developing world through new trade agreements, 

support for trade missions, and programmes to encourage the social links that can often lead to 

increased trade will be essential to the UK‟s future competitiveness. The Chamber network will 

be doing all it can too, for example through increased links with Chambers across the globe.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

On 24th October, the BCC is hosting its inaugural International Trade 

Conference – “Exporting is Good for Britain” - and Northamptonshire 

Chamber is encouraging exporting businesses in membership to attend. 

The Conference will bring together 300 exporting businesses of all sizes 

and sectors, UK and bilateral Chambers of Commerce, policy makers and 

top-flight political personalities. Through the event‟s program of high-

profile speakers and personalised market surgery sessions, run by UKTI 

and bilateral Chambers of Commerce, the event will offer advice and 

insight into today's export challenges and opportunities. 

 

 

BCC GROWTH VOUCHER PROPOSAL 
 

Northamptonshire Chamber of Commerce supports the BCC‟s call for the introduction of a 

£100m Growth Voucher scheme open to up to 20,000 small and medium-sized businesses. The 

BCC believes the scheme could have an immediate and direct impact on activity in the domestic 

business services market, business investment intentions, and SME productivity and growth 

potential.  

 

The vouchers, worth £5,000, would be offered to businesses and allow them to access advice to 

help them grow. Advice would focus on issues such as exporting, HR, access to finance, 

marketing and help with the planning system. All businesses receiving the voucher would need a 

demonstrable business growth plan and the vouchers would only be made available for selected 

services to ensure that the scheme is not used for working capital. This proposed scheme is 

based on evidence from our members, who tell us that help with the planning system, advice on 

access to finance and exporting, training staff, and marketing, HR and accounting support, 

would help them grow.  

 

The BCC believes that growth vouchers should be introduced as part of a comprehensive 

package of measures that will help to entrench a long-lasting recovery. British business wants a 

comprehensive, New Model Economy that helps UK companies overcome the current global 

headwinds and lay the groundwork for a stronger future. In particular, we need immediate 

action to support business investment, job creation, and construction, radical long-term growth 

measures, including a large-scale infrastructure investment programme, and more support to 

boost UK exports.  

MPs are asked to support Northamptonshire Chamber‟s position regarding the introduction of a 

Growth Voucher system to assist economic recovery. 
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POLITICAL DIALOGUE AND  

BUSINESS ENGAGEMENT 
 

It was most pleasing to hear the BIS announcement that Northamptonshire was the “Most 

Enterprising area in Britain”.  To continue to ensure that the Northamptonshire Chamber 

members‟ views can be highlighted in Westminster, we are looking into the possibility of re-

commencing our “MP Business Surgeries”.  I appreciate that you may well host Business 

Surgeries of your own, but Northamptonshire Chamber would welcome the opportunity to once 

again provide its members with a direct interface with yourselves, the county‟s elected 

representatives, in order to highlight issues affecting their current trading conditions.  Although 

many businesses continue to be apprehensive about the prospects for the remainder of 2012 

(and beyond into 2013), business confidence is continuing to show a positive trend. 

 

We have not run “MP Business Surgeries” for a number of years and would welcome your 

thoughts on whether you would be willing to participate in a similar event with Chamber 

members at a convenient date in the future. 


